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TO THE 
Revi. SAMUEL HEY, A.M. 


PRESIDENT or MAGDALEN COLLEGE. 


HE following Diſcourſe, with that delivered on the 5th 
of November laſt, and fince printed, I beg leave to de- 
dicate to you, as a humble mark of my ſincere affection, and 
at the ſame time, as a grateful acknowledgment of your 
merit, in ſuperintending the diſcipline of our Society. They 
contain a ſort of outline, or rough ſketch of my ſentiments, 
on ſome very important ſubjects. My whole view in them is 
to recommend the great Principles of Chriſtian Morality, of 
Reverence for the Supreme Being, and of dutiful Submiſſion 
to Political Government; with a due Regard for Civil and 
Religious Liberty, as founded on the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
the Principles of the Revolution. I have not advanced any 
thing but what, after ſerious conſideration, appeared to me 
to be true. So far as the points recommended, appear to you 
in the ſame light, I ſhall wiſh for your attention to them in 
the education of the Youth, committed in great meaſure to 
your care, but no farther. | 
We have no ground to ſtand upon, nor any thing to ſup- 
port us in the eſtimation of the world, but a firm and conſci- 
entious adherence to the rules of Virtuous Education, As I 


am 


1 
am well convinced of your reſolution in this reſpect, I only 
beg leave to aſſure you of my concurrence and ſupport to the 
utmoſt of my power. We have been plundered of pur; juſt 
property by unexampled fraud and iniquity, protected againſt 
the moſt ſolemn deciſion of the Laws, by the rough hand of 
arbitrary violence; and muſt derive our importance, not from 
opulence, but virtue. 

In all human probability, this will be the laſt public act of 
my life. The courſe of nature, my advance in years, the in- 
dications which I perceive of declining ſtrength, all intimate 
to me that my continuance with you cannot be of long dura» 
tion. So long as I ſhall remain with you, I ſhall be happy to 
cooperate with your endeavours in the care of the young men 
entruſted to us, whoſe parents wiſh for a virtuous, rather than 
a faſhionable education. When I ſhall be removed hence, I 
ſhall leave you in the well-afſured hope, that you will not 
only perſevere, but recommend it to your own ſucceſſors and. 
mine, to follow us in thoſe paths which lead to the ſatisfac- 
tion of Conſcience, and to Virtuous Reputation. 


I am with fincere affection 
Jan. 31, 1784. 


e Your Friend, 


p. PE CK AR D. 


1. II. 17. 


HONOUR ALL MEN; LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD ; PEAR GOD; 
HONOUR THE KING. 


HOUGH many generations have now paſſed over ſince 

thoſe bloody ſcenes were exhibited, which ended in the 
fatal event of this day; yet great rancour of mind ſtill unhap- 
pily attends the contemplation of thoſe diſtant tranſactions. 
Inſomuch that on this ſubject all candour of examination, 
and impartiality of deciſion, together with all equability of 
temper ſeems to be baniſhed from the hearts of men. And 
although when things are brought to ſuch dreadful extremes 
by contending parties, it is probable that there muſt have 
been great faults on both ſides; yet if Truth ſhould extort 
a cenſure of either for their indefenſible proceedings, calumny 
and clamour inſtantly begin their operations. Here, the Cen- 
ſurer is an enemy to Royalty, and the Conſtitution of his 
Country : there he is a friend to deſpotiſm, and a ſubverter of 
the natural, and civil rights of mankind. 

This then being the caſe, I ſhall induſtriouſly avoid a par- 
ticular diſcuſſion of this moſt unhappy ſubject; but ſince the 
time of humiliation for paſt offences cannot be an improper 
ſeaſon to be reminded of preſent enormities, let me entreat 
your attention to our real ſtate and condition under thoſe 

A general 


( 2 ) 
general heads of ſocial, religious, and political duty enume- 
rated in the text ; which, how lightly ſoever they may be 
eſteemed, are nevertheleſs articles of moſt important obliga- 
tion upon us, whether as Men, as Chriſtians, or as Subjects, 
in a civilized Society. Honour all men, love the brotherhood, 
fear God, honour the king. 

Theſe words then contain an excellent rule of condut : a 


rule as neceſſary in theſe our days, as in the days of St. Peter, 


The Apoſtle in his preceptive admonitions immediately pre- 
ceding the text, had in the ſtrongeſt manner recommended 
the general obſervance of the Moral Obligations ; this being 
the eſſential foundation on which every thing that 1s praiſe- 
worthy in human conduct muſt be built. For a proper fenfe 
of this part of our duty will ſhed its influence on every action 
of Life, and give ſtability to virtue: but no dependance can 
be placed on their integrity, who are deficient in this impor- 
tant principle. It is as it were the root which gives life and 
nouriſhment to the branches, and the fruit, without which 
- they muſt decay and come to nothing. Men totally without 
moral principle, may from views of Intereſt or Ambition 
make uſe of many virtuous and patriotic pretences; but not- 
withſtanding theſe fair Externals, you may be aſſured that if 
you plainly fee them profligate in moral conduct, their virtue, 
and their patriotiſm ſtand upon a very ſuſpicious foundation. 
The only way to be truly Great, is firſt to be really Good. Mo- 
ral Integrity is the impregnable rock for the Edifice of Public 
Virtue. Againſt this Edifice the Storms of popular fury may 
beat vehemently, and the Waves of Corruption inceſſantly at- 
tempt to undermine it, but they will for ever beat in vain, for 
it is founded on a Rock. The general ſenſe of Moral Obliga- 
tion being then, according to the plan of the Apoſtle, con- 
ſidered as a fundamental n. our r other more particular 


duties 


1 
duties are ſet down in the text, in a very natural, and eaſy 
progreſſion. 

The firſt is that we are to Honour All Men: men of every 
degree and denomination. — Man was the laſt, and beſt of 
all the works of God in the progreſs of Creation, to whom he 
gave dominion over all the reſt, as being the moſt honourable 
of all, and as ſuch, the beſt entitled to honour. In what 
manner then 1s this precept obeyed? 

The treatment which in general man experiences from man, 
is to the laſt degree ungenerous, oppreſſive, cruel. | Witneſs 
thoſe horrid inſtances of uncontrouled deſpotiſm exhibited in 
the overgrown empires of the world. Many of theſe indeed 
are not acquainted with the Chriſtian Faith; yet though they 
are on this account free from the Chriſtian Law, they are not 
free from the obligations of Humanity. But there are alſo 
many countries that have received the light of the Goſpel 
in which the ſame ſpecies of barbarity is practiſed, though not 
in the ſame degree; in which the ſame imperious ſpirit of 
unjuſt domination prevails, and a Chriſtian ſcruples not to 
keep his brother Chriſtian in ſtate of Slavery. But this is 
very far from giving man that honour which the Apoſtle en- 
joins ; which is indeed his due from the common rights of our 
nature, but which the poſſeſſion of inordinate riches or power 
frequently bears down and tramples in the duſt. 

By the honour due unto all men we are not indeed to 
underſtand that faſhionable ſpecies of adulation and falſhood, 
which is the effect of a vicious refinement and a corrupt mode 
of Education. If this external poliſh of a ſmooth behaviour 
is preſerved, it ſeems that in many ſituations nothing more is 
expected, either to form the accompliſhed man, or to ſtand 

as a proof of Duty fulfilled : but which, it is too well known, 
is perfectly conſiſtent with every deformity of the heart, and 
A2 ſubverſive 


( 4 ) 

ſubverſive of every important obligation. 'The honour meant 
by the Apoſtle flows from an impreſſion arifing from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of the Natural Equality of the human race: from a 
ſenſe that we are all formed of the ſame materials, that we are 
all endued with the ſame faculties, and ſubject to the ſame 
imperfections: that we mutually ſtand in need of each others 
aſſiſtance, and that whatſoever we would that others ſhould 
do unto us, we ought alſo to do unto them; fulfilling thus all 
the duties, and exerciſing conſtantly all the virtues of Hu- 
manity. 

But let us. more particularly bring this matter home to 
ourſelves, by adverting to a practice, which though autho- 
riſed by our Legiſlature is the diſgrace of our Country; by 
which, the perſons, immediately concerned, loſe all title to 
benevolence or juſtice, and appear to the impartial world as 
men, fierce, unfeeling, inexorable. 

There is a great part of the human race, moſt unfortunate 
men |! whoſe external complexion indeed is different from our 
own, but who are formed of the ſame blood with ourſelves ; 
who partake in common with us of all the faculties, and all the 
diſtinguiſhing excellencies of our nature. 'Theſe perſons we, 
being of greater power, and deeper proficiency in iniquity, 
deprive of their natural ns we (a) craftily ſow the ſeeds 

of 


(a) I ſay it with reluctance, that your country's conduct has been uniformly 
wicked on coaſt of Guinea n Africa the poor wretched natives, bleſſed 
with the moſt fertile and luxuriant foil, are rendered ſo much the more miſe- 
rable for what providence meant as a bleſſing—the abominable traffic of the 
Chriſtians for Slaves — the horrid cruelty of the petty Kings — encouraged by 
their Chriſtian cuſtomers — who carry them ftrong liquors to enflame their 
national madneſs — and powder, and bad fire arms to furniſh them with the 


helliſh means of TUE and kidnapping - — but ö — the ſubject ſours my 
blood —— 


Letters of ee Sancho, Vol. II. Let. 1. 
The lives of theſe poor ereatures deſtroyed this way, are, doubtleſs, ſo many 


atrocious acts of Murther. But truly we this traffic under the MO 
| 0 O 
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of diſſenfion amongſt them, that they may work their own 
deſtruction by delivering each other into our hands: we ſteal 
them, we buy them, we ſell them; we conſign them to perpe- 
tual Slavery; tearing them away for ever from their domeſtie 
connexions, and from every endearment of Life: (for they too 
have endearments of Life, founded in nature and accompa- 
nyed with innocence;) the loſs of which they ſuffer with a 
more poignant affliction than ever touched the corrupted 
heart of a mercenary trader, or worldly minded politician: 
with conſcious deliberation, and unexampled tyranny, we 
doom them to daily miſery, and drive them by inexpreſſible 
cruelty to unceaſing torments, and an untimely death. 

But it ſeems that the practice of Antiquity, and a certain 
Apoſtolical conceſſion, is ſometimes urged in favour of this 
Iniquity. Yet we cannot from either deduce an argument in 
ſupport of this barbarity that ought now amongſt Chriſtians 
to be concluſive againſt the general tenor, and particular 
precepts. of the Goſpel : precepts ſo clear and determinate as 
to amount to the prohibition of a cuſtom at which our na- 
ture muſt revolt, yet every emotion of Natural Benevolence 
is, nevertheleſs, abſorbed in the ſuggeſtions of avaricious 
cruelty. The Apoſtle might give his conceſſion, ſuch as it 
is, forced as it were by the inveteracy of eſtabliſhed cuſtoms ; 
that he might not throw the œconomy of thoſe times into 
total confuſion. But this conceſſion does not in any degree 
won di gar ved: | imply 
of Law. Be. it ſo. Our Law however ſays, that there are no acceſſaries in 
Murther. Therefore all who make the Law, and all who take ſanction from 
it, are plainly-under the guilt of Murther. But let us take another view of 
this matter. Let us only ſuppoſe the meer circumſtance of power reverſed, 
and lodged not in our own hands, but with the Africans, and that to carry on. 
their Slave Trade, they forced us, our wives and children, away from our 
native ſoil and home, to work the Sugar Grounds of the Spaniards and French, 
in perpetual ſlavery, What ſhould we ſay then? and indeed what reaſon can 


we give now? Power; and the Men are black. —— Power; and the Men are: 
white, would be on their part as good a reaſon. 


(6) 
imply approbation, 'fince men are ofttimes obliged to permit 
what they cannot approve. 

The - Chriſtian inſtitution never intended to diſſolve the 
ſecular relations of thoſe days, whether the matrimonial con- 
nexion of a Believer with a Gentile, or that of a Slave with 
his Maſter. But every one was permitted to continue, in 
that reſpect, as before the converſion to "Chriſtianity. In 
truth, if any thing direct is to be concluded from the Apoſtle's 
precepts on this ſubject; it is undoubtedly adverſe to the 
practice of Slavery. For although he ſays, Let every one 
abide in the ſame calling, yet he immediately adds to this 
purpoſe; If thy condition be that of Slavery, care not for it. 
But if thou canſt honeſtly obtain thy Liberty, do ſo: and 
being made Free, enter not again into a ſtate of ſlavery. 

The conceſſion of the Apoſtle therefore, whatſoever may 
be made of it by intereſted perſons, is nothing more than a 
precept of contentment to the Sufferer, not a commendation 
of the Tyrant, or approbation of that mode of Tyranny. 
And the true ſtate of the Queſtion is not, Whether Antiquity 
practiſed this barbarity, or Whether an Apoſtle driven by 
the neceſſity of circumſtances might ſeem to allow it, but 
Whether the Cuſtom itſelf be defenſible; but nothing can be 
ſaid in its juſtification even if the whole world, without ex- 
ception, had concurred in it. It was a Sin againſt the Light 
of Nature. It was admitted amongſt other corruptions from 
Vice, and refinements in Luxury. And they who are now 
guilty of this crime, are doubly rebellious againſt God: they 
ſin againſt the light of Nature, and the accumulated evidence 
of divine Revelation. 

Shall then the form of features, think ye, or tincture of 
the ſkin be conſidered as circumſtances that can invert the 
nature of moral actions? or ſhall the poſſeſſion of riches or 


power 


(37 ) 
power juſtify that Tyranny by which. men make their bre- 
thren Slaves? will God accept this plea of: Riches or Power 
as an excuſe for the violation of every: ſolemn duty from man 
to man? If this be to honour all men, there is no longer any 


meaning in words, nor any iniquity in actions: () 


Let 
(a) In the year 1729) an unfortunate Negro, and his wife, then great with 
child, were forced from their country on board a ſhip in the Slave Trade, A 
few days after it had quitted the coaſt of Guinea, the poor woman was deli- 
vered; and at Carthagena the child was baptized, and called Ignatius. 
A diſeaſe of the new climate put an early period to his mother's exiſtence, 
and his father defeated the miſeries of Slavery by Suicide, GON J 
The child was brought to England in his early infancy, and left for ſome 
time under the care of ſome ladies at Greenwich. | i 
At length Providence raiſed up to him a protector in the Duke of Montague; 
who, living then at Blackheath, accidentally faw the little Negro, admired his 
uncommon talents, and was deſirous that a genius of ſuch apparent fertility 
ſhould be properly cultivated. But his Miſtreſſes neglected his education. 
After the death of the Duke he became a ſervant in the family of the 
Ducheſs. Here he formed a matrimonial connection with a very deſerving 
young woman of Weſt Indian extraction: and ſometime after ſettled with her 
ina * of Grocery ; where mutual and rigid induſtry decently maintained a 
numeraus family of children, and where a Life of domeſtic virtue engaged 
private patronage, and merited public imitation, 
He was a man of great powers of mind, and of equal virtues. But 
| Haud facile emergunt quorum virtutibus obſtat | 
Res anguſta domi | | 
he had wonderful penetration and ſagacity; and by his own untutored applica- 
tion acquired many accompliſhments. A commerce with the Muſes was ſup- 
ported, amid the momentary interruptions of the ſhop : the Poets were ſtudied, 
and imitated with ſome ſucceſs: two pieces were conſtructed for the Stage: 
the Theory of Muſic was diſcuſſed, publiſhed, and dedicated to the Princeſs. 
Royal: and Painting was ſo much within the circle of his judgement and. 
criticiſm, that ſeveral artiſts paid great deference to his opinion. al 
He poſſeſſed a noble elevation of mind, and great depth of thought: a bright 
imagination and rich vein of wit, tempered with an accurate ſolidiiy of Judge- 
ment. His ſentiments were juſt and delicate; his ſenſibility exquiſite ; his. 
benevolence unbounded ; his heart was the ſeat of true Chriſtian Charity; his- 
Piety was perfect; his Devotion fervent; his zeal for Religion animated by 
the warmeſt, yet moſt temperate and rational Enthuſiaſm. 
Ut ſumma ingenia ſepe in occulto latent 
Such was the man, whom (according to the author of bis life) Fuller calls 
God's image though cut in ebony.” | De 
2 S ; } 


„ 
Let us now proceed to the ſecond article, Love the Bro- 

therliood, and examine what ſort of e is * in this 

inſtance to the Apoſtle's precepft. | 
Benevolence is the great foundation of Chriſtianity y. The 


origin, the thndency, the end of Chriſtianity is benevolence, 
By which, in the chriſtian ſenſe of that word, is to be un- 


derſtood, not a contracted and partial affection for relations 
by confanguinity, for. companions in pleaſure, for partizans 

in politics, or ſectariſts in religion, but an univerſal and diſ- 
intereſted diffuſion of heart, an affectionate devotion of ſoul to 
the good of others. And as it is our duty in general to exert 
this amiable diſpoſition towards all our fellow- creatures, ſo is 
it more eſpecially to thoſe who may be included in a religious 
ſenſe under the denomination of the brotherhood. As we 
have opportunity, we are indeed to do good: unto all men; 
but eſpecially unto them that are of the houſhold of Faith. 
Let us then examine the general conduct of Chriſtians by this 
catholic Law of their Profeſſion. 

A great part of the Church of Chriſt are they who admit 
the doctrines. of the Church of Rome. Others believe they 
have attained a greater purity of profeſſion, and may be rank- 
ed under the general term of Proteſtants, But as both ac- 
-knowledge Chriſt as the founder of their religion, and the 
end of their hopes, we muſt conſider both as being of the 
Chriſtian Brotherhood. 

What then has been the Brotherly Love which Proteſtants 
have every where experienced from the Papiſts? They have, 
like the Confeſſors of old, undergone the trial of cruel mock- 
ing and ſcourging, yea, moreover of bonds and impriſonment. 


Againſt 


Such was One of thoſe (and ſuch many thouſands more might have been) 
whom in unnumbered inſtances we with perfidious and unexampled ler 
r to horror, to deſpair, to madneſs, to ſuicide. 


See the Life of Ignatius, and his Letters. Lately publiſhed by J. Metal. 
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Againſt them have been deviſed the moſt excruciating tor- 
ments, the moſt painful modes of death. They have been 
ſlain with the ſword, they have been ſawn aſunder, they have 
been burned alive. And all this for a meer difference of opi- 
nion; and of opinion too ſometimes concerning things of no 
manner of conſequence; ſometimes concerning things very 
doubtful; ſometimes concerning things entirely unintelli- 
gible. Say that the Papiſts are right in their notions, and 
the Proteſtants erroneous; what, even upon this ſuppoſition, 
can juſtify this ſavage conduct? but, ſuppoſe theſe circum- 
ſtances reverſed, as indeed they are here language fails, 
as incapable of expreſſing the degree of the Iniquity. This, 
however, is too true a ſtate of the caſe between the Papal 
and Proteſtant Chriſtian, with reſpect to Love of the Bro- 
therhood. 

Loet us next ſee how this matter ſtands with thoſe who in 
common diſſent from the Church of Rome, but who hold 
ſome unimportant difference of opinion each with reſpe& to 
the other. Here, thank God, the ſcene is not ſo bloody, 
not ſo inexpreſſibly barbarous; but the conduct of theſe 
Chriſtians reſpecting each other is equally unjuſtifiable, 
though not equally cruel. We of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
we, who in this country have now the power in our hands, 
lay many reſtraints upon Diſſenters from us, which they 
think, and which indeed all candid men confeſs; to be inva- 
ſions even of their Civil Rights; and which are certainly de- 
rived from a ſource very different from that of true chriſtian 
love of the Brotherhood. When they had the power indeed 
they ated the ſame part; and it muſt be ſaid, that all dif- 
ferent denominations of Chriſtians have, in their turn, been 
guilty of the ſame unjuſt and ſhameful conduct. Every ſect, 
when humbled, can ſpeak in praiſe of Chriſtian Liberty, and 

B 


complain 
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complain loudly of RY Pot but in its turn, as it can 
ſeize the ſword of power, will without ſcruple exerciſe that 
domination which it had before complained of and condemn- 
ed. Inverting the precept of the Apoſtle, they make Perſe- 
cution of the brotherhood, not Love, their general rule of con- 
duct, and the ſtriking feature of their Character. So that to 
aſſociate with a Sect, or aſſume a particular and diſcriminat- 
ing denomination of Chriſtianity, if we may judge from the 
general practice of men, appears to debaſe the ſoul, and de- 
ſtroy the vital principle of Univerſal Benevolence; that great 
and fundamental doctrine of our Saviour, that genuine and 
characteriſtic criterion of his Religion. For by this ſhall 
men know you to be my diſciples, ſays our Saviour, if ye 
have Love one towards another. So much then for our obe- 
dience to the Apoſtle's injunction, to Love the Brotherhood. 

The next precept enjoins the Fear of God: are we then 1 in 
this more perfect in our obedience? 

How many are there who form their meaſure of Moral 
Honeſty from the meer Letter of Human Law! never reflect- 
ing that human Laws are rather reſtraints from vice, than 
rules of virtue: but finding, while they are under no ſtricter 
confinement, that by a little management they can be as ini- 
quitous as either opportunity permits, or inclination impels 
them to be, they throw off the fear of that all-ſeeing judge, 
who looks through the Action into the Motive, and who will 
acquit or condemn them according to the thoughts and in- 
tentions of the heart. How far theſe evaſions, making that 
which was intended for the ſecurity of Virtue to be a cloak 
for Iniquity, may encreaſe their final condemnation, will be 
| ſeen only in the decifions of that day, when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and theſe private machinations 
brought into open light, But it will. certainly then appear 
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that it would have been better for them to have conducted 
themſelves in this life under the influence of a proper Fear 
of God. . 

Others there are who proceed m a courſe of more direct 
defiance againſt Heaven. Witneſs our daily perjuries in the 
Courts of Juſtice, and in the general intercourſe of men. 
Witneſs the unceaſing and blaſphemous execrations wantonly 
thrown out by perſons of all ages and conditions! not only 
without pretence of occaſion, not only without horror or 
hefitation, but even with the appearance of indulgence and 
pleaſure! 

Witneſs alſo thoſe frequent publications from the preſs, 
which, though perhaps they do not directly and in expreſs 
terms teach and vindicate Atheiſm, do nevertheleſs maintain 
ſuch tenets as do neceſſarily imply, and in their direct conſe- 
quence infer, that there is no Creator, or Moral Governor 
of the world. 

Witneſs alſo that height of refinement in Luxury and Vice, 
which with conſtant uniformity introduces not only the de- 
baſement of every principle of rectitude, but indeed the moſt 
abandoned depravation in iniquity: ſuch a ſtate as rejects all 
fear of God, and ridicules the idea of a future day of retri- 
bution! 

To this ſtate are we unhappily come; and to this loſs of 
Religious Principle may we attribute in general conduct the 
extreme profligacy of manners in all orders of men. Amongſt 
the higher ranks, that open encouragement to Vice in the 
protection and countenance given to vicious men; for flagi- 
tiouſneſs of character is not any impediment to the reception 
of the profligate, amongſt too many of the Great; who ſeem 
to fay, What is his infamy to me? if he be a lively compa- 
nion, if he can ſerve my intereſt, if he can adminiſter to my 
B 2 | pleaſures, 
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pleaſures, or if he have the ſpirit to hazard the ſupport of his 
family, upon the caſt of a die? But ſtill worſe than this 
wicked ſelf-gratification is that corruption of manners, that 
abandoned proſtitution to which ſuch a one, if a parent, by 
the neglect of good inſtruction, and the influence of bad 
example expoſes, and indeed introduces that riſing generation 
which he hath brought into the world. We read of infa- 
tuated parents in ancient times who ſacrificed their children 
in the inhuman rites of Idolatry. But theſe ſacrifices to Mo- 
loch were mercies compared with the conduct of modern 
parents, loſt as they are to all true natural affection, and 
totally void of all fear of divine judgment againſt their un- 
paralleled iniquity. For thoſe barbarous rites of Paganiſm 
affected only temporal Life: but the preſent ſyſtem of polite 
education, if there ſhall be any account hereafter, if the fun- 
damental ſanctions of our Faith be not entirely falſe and 
nugatory, is the direct road to Eternal Perdition. (a) 

Witneſs alſo that extinction of the very ſenſe of Juſtice 
and Honeſty in too many of the lower orders, if it ſhall be 
thought to interfere with their temporal intereſt. 

Witneſs too that boundleſs diſſipation, the frequent conſe- 
quence of Riches even honeſtly poſſeſſed, but the unvaried 
effect of wealth unjuſtly acquired: witneſs that condition of 
rapine and violence, the fruit of this diſſipation giving birth 
to its unfailing attendant, inſupportable diſtreſs; from whence 
no one can travel the public roads in ſecurity, poſſeſs his 
home and domeſtic enjoyments in peace, or retire to his ne- 
ceſſary reſt, but under diſmal apprehenſions. Our Legiſla- 
ture very juſtly aſſigns theſe enormities to their proper cauſe, 
to men not having the fear of God before their eyes. 

VETS : This, 
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This, without any invidious compariſon of times preſent 
with the paſt, or any uncharitable exaggeration of circum- 
ſtances, 1s our real ſituation with reſpect to the Fear of God. 
How long the divine forbearance may {ſuffer theſe things to 
paſs unpuniſhed it 1s impoſſible to ſay; but probably ſome 
grievous calamity 1s now ready to break over our heads; 
which if it does not entirely overwhelm us in perdition, may 
in ſome degree bring us to our ſenſes; in its conſequences 
may teach us our condition of dependance, and by ſufferings 
long deſerved and long * at length inſtruct us in the 
Fear of God. 

The laſt precept in the text is to Honour the King; which 
brings us nearer ta the Subject of this ſolemnity. But they 
who have loſt the general ſenſe of Humanity, they who diſ- 
regard the principles of Chriſtian Benevolence, and have not 
the Fear of God before their eyes, cannot be expected to ſhew 
any true reverence for the ordinances of Man. And to ſuch 
the Apoſtle will preach in vain, Submit yourſelves to every 
ordinance of man. for the Lord's ſake, particularly to the. 
King as ſupreme. 

But to pay this honour properly requires that well-founded 
knowledge, and temperate judgment of men and things, 
which is not the acquiſition of all men. The capacities and 
powers of mind are, it is acknowledged, as different as the 
ſtrength, or dimenſions of our bodies. Our conceptions con- 
ſequently, our judgments, our determinations, according to 
the influence of Education, prejudice or intereſt, where there 
is any room for doubt or diſagreement may be very different. 
And on points in which all think the common intereſt of all 
is concerned, all will judge, though very few may be quali- 
fied to form a proper judgment. But unfortunately all are 
able 
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able to go into extremes. Hence on ſubjects concerning Po- 
litical Government, and Political Obedience, on which the 
Paffions are generally very warmly engaged, we ſee not only 
diſcordant, but violent, and contradictory opinions. Every 
rational man, however, muſt be convinced that it is abſo- 
lately impoſſible for human ſociety even to ſubſiſt without 
ſome eſtabliſhed form of Civil Government; and every candid 
man will allow that it may both ſubſiſt and proſper under 
any legitimate form that the people to be governed ſhall have 
choſen; that is, any form conſonant to the Laws of God, 
and the natural rights of man. And I ſuppoſe it to be paſt 
all diſpute, that it 1s the part of Wiſdom as well as Duty to 
ſubmit to that Form which in any country ſhall have been 
legitimately eſtabliſhed. | 

Where a limited Monarchy, as with us, 1s the eſtabliſhed 
form, and the limitation not preciſely aſcertained, perplexed 
diſputes will probably ariſe between the friends of Power and 
the friends of Liberty. And if theſe contending parties go 
beyond the bounds of moderation, in defence of their reſpec- 
tive opinions, the inevitable conſequence 1s, that on one ſide 
the juſt rights and privileges of Royalty are reduced to a 
ſhadow, and to the King nothing is left but the meer deno- 
mination. On the other hand he is raiſed above Humanity: 
whatſoever he ſhall attempt, he is not to be reſiſted: poſſeſ- 
ſions, liberty, and life, are in his abſolute diſpoſal: his will, 
his word 1s Law, and whatſoever he ſhall fay, his flatterers 
tell you, It 1s the voice, not of a Man, but of a God. 

Permit me then in the name of every thing dear and valu- 
able, to adjure you, the younger part of this aſſembly, who 
will ſoon come forth into the ſcenes of active life, with folemn 
reſolution, cautiouſly to avoid both theſe deſtructive * 
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which, under the moſt favourable conſtruction, ſeem no better 
than political alienations of mind, equally fatal to the juſt ſo. 
briety, and rational temperature of our excellent conſtitution. 

It is indeed commonly ſaid, that the ear of a King is ac- 
cuſtomed to nothing but flattery and falſhood. If this be 
true, it is with reſpect to the King, inſtead of Honour, the 
greateſt want of reſpect; and to all others concerned, the ut- 
moſt diſgrace; fiince it muſt ſuppoſe him to be influenced by 
the meaneſt of human imbecilities, and by them voluntarily to 
incur that ſtain of character, which, if only ſuggeſted by an- 
other, would provoke the laſt ſeverity of Reſentment. But 
Truth is the foundation of Honour; and whoſoever takes 
liberty with truth in this inſtance, takes ſo.much from the 
honour due unto a King. Who ſhould with reſpectful ſin- 
cerity be informed of the real ſtate of things, and the real 
merit of men; that he may be enabled to form a proper 
judgment of every thing before him, to make his determina- 
tions with accuracy, and diſpenſe his rewards, where reward 
is confeſſedly due. I his would give a King his proper honour, 
fince it would place him in the higheſt pomt of view, and 
make him the object of univerſal admiration and eſteem, 

But let us ſtill remember, that although Royalty be an eſ- 
ſential part of our conſtitution, inveſted with diſtinct and pe- 
culiar properties, for ever to be religiouſly and reſolutely 
maintained by the true friends of public welfare, yet that there 
is no charm or enchantment in the name of King; nothing 
that can entitle him to the character of Divine. There have 
been Kings who have deſerved execration, not honour. If 
we would ſee the moſt deteſtable characters that ever diſgraced 
human nature, Hiſtory will produce them from her catalogue 
of Kings: and particularly from amongſt thoſe, who from 
inſufferable arrogance in themſelves have expected, and from 

the 
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the vileſt adulation in 1 ſubjects, have received the honours 
of a Deity. 

On the other hand, a juſt and a merciful King is indeed 
a great bleſſing to Society. One whoſe conduct is formed on 
the ſolid baſis of moral obligation. One who in his private 
ſituation as a Man, ſhall prove himſelf worthy of imitation, 
whether conſidered as a Maſter to his ſervants, or a Father to 
his children. One who in an adulterous age ſhall ſhew in 
himſelf a pattern of that uncommon virtue, conjugal fidelity. 
One who can be moved by the misfortunes of others, and 
teach the world the duties of Humanity, by that mode of In- 
ſtruction which 1s more powerful than either admonition or 
precept, perſonal example. Theſe private virtues of the Man, 
are a good foundation on which to build the public virtues of 


the King; who may from hence by equitable preſumption 
be expected to commiſerate, and to leſſen the diſtreſſes of his 


ſubjects, to provide for, and to ſecure their happineſs : who 
if preſſed by the diſaſters of War, or other public calamities, 
ſhall endeavour ſeriouſly to diſcover, not how much more the 

can poſlibly bear, but how much they may be relieved; and by 
prudent councils, and a well-formed ceconomy to reſtore and 
make permanent the bleſſings of Peace and Proſperity. | 

The Prince who ſhall conduct himſelf by this plan is en- 
titled to. the warmeſt returns of Gratitude, and reverential 
affection; to every inſtance of Obedience, and to every honour 
that does not ariſe to Adoration. 

But it is greatly to be lamented that every day produces 
ſome proof that we neither honour Man, nor love the bro- 
therhood, that we neither fear God, nor honour the King: 
that many ſeem to have loſt all ſenſe of Duty; and that the 
Principle of Religion, as a Principle of Conduct, is in great 

meaſure unknown, From this ſource may we ultimately de- 


rive 


0 
rive every Corruption both of Theory and of Practice. Hence 
numerous Evils in the private walks of Life; hence too thoſe 
daily and dreadful diſtractions in public arrangements, the 
ſure forerunners of approaching ruin; which muſt make us 
t6 ſurrounding nations, the ſubject, perhaps of pity to ſome, 
of contempt to others, but of exultation to our enemies z 
which convert into a ſcene of diſcord and miſery, that torn 
and haraſſed country which the indulgence of Nature, and 
the Excellence of Civil Polity had formed, as it were by ex- 
preſs deſign for the ſeat of earthly happineſs. While the in- 
fatuated zealots of contending factions, forgetting every 
nobler motive, immolate to the Demon of Avarice or Am- 
bition, the welfare and all the rational comforts of a whole 
community. Till we, like the devoted inhabitants of God's 
peculiar city, in the laſt dreadful ſcene of their exiſtence as a 
civil ſtate, ſhall by political ſuicide, derive our deſtruction, 
more from our own abominable diſſenſions, than from the 
preſſure of all other, either internal or external calamities. 

In ſuch a ſituation what remains but a fearful looking for 
of ſome dreadful judgment and fiery indignation ; for having 
thus rejected the protection of God, we have reaſon to expect 
our houſe will be left unto us deſolate. But may the Great 
and Merciful God turn our hearts! for ſo only can we be 
turned. And may weat length turn to him, not only in theſe 
external ceremonials of Faſting and Praying, but in ſincerity of 
Heart, and real reformation of Manners. Then may we hope 
that our horid diſcords may ſometime cloſe in harmony and 
peace. May the dreadful Evils called to our remembrance 
this day, inſtruct both King and People in their reciprocal 
Duties. May God grant ſuch evils may never more return, and 
that remembrance, not repetition, may give ſuch inſtruction 
its proper effect. May Juſtice and Mercy for ever ſupport 
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and adorn the Throne, and amongſt ourſelves and our fellow- 
ſubjects may the conteſt be, not who ſhall: raiſe himſelf, and 
rule over his: fellows, but who-ſhall with greateſt chearfulneſs 
perform the duties of his ſtation. May every one learn 
perly to honour all men, ſincerely to love the brotherhood; 


with pious, reverence to fear God, and with due ne to 
honour the * 1 5105 5 Seen OCT 118 1317 
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